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• Association Introduction / Plans for the Fall 

• Recap of the Spring Virtual College Exploration Program 

• StriveScan Virtual College Exploration for Fall 

• Format 

• Student’s Perspective 

• Dates / Cost 

• Next Steps

Ask a question:
use the Q&A button
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• Introduction of the VACRAO team  

• Plans for the Fall 

• Logic for dates / times selected 



Dates: September 14 - November 5 
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Virtual College Exploration 
for all Virginia students 
presented by VACRAO and StriveScan 

Program plan: 

• 8 weeks total 

• Week 1:  Transfer Panels / Transfer Virtual College Fair programming (6x6) 

• Week 2: College Panels 

• Weeks 3-6: Modified Virtual College Fairs (6x6) 

• Week 7: College Panels 

• Week 8: Transfer Panels / Transfer Virtual College Fair programming (6x6) 



Meet the StriveScan Team
VI

RT
U

A
L 

C
O

LL
EG

E 
EX

PL
O

RA
TI

O
N

   
  P

A
RT

N
ER

 P
RO

G
RA

M

Dan Saavedra 
Founder  

& President

Zachary George 
Co-Director of College  

& Fair Relations

Experience:  

Director of Digital  
Communications, 

Illinois ACAC 

President, Betadac Media 
Digital Marketing Agency 

dan@strivescan.com

Experience:  

Associate Director,  
Chicago Regional 
DePauw University 

Assistant Director 
DePaul University 

NACAC LGBTQ+ SIG Leader 

zachary@strivescan.com

Jenn Peyton 
Co-Director of College  

& Fair Relations

Experience:  

Assistant Director,  
National Recruitment 

Arizona State University 

Denver Regional 
Arizona State University 

jenn@strivescan.com



Strive Virtual College Exploration
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Strive Virtual College Exploration
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• April 20-May 28, 2020 

• The largest virtual college event in history

404
Sessions

178,499
Students and Counselors

31,238
Questions Asked 

523
Colleges and Universities

1,130
Admission Professionals



Strive Virtual College Exploration
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• Unprecedented cooperation across the country
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• Featured in: 

High school juniors hoping to begin 
college in the fall of 2021 are not 
able to visit campuses in person, but 
they and their families have many 
ways to explore their options while 
staying safe at home.

"For a student juggling a college search 
with soccer games and test prep, the 
efficiency of that virtual data-gathering 
will retain its value."



Colleges Participating
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Virtual College Exploration 
for all Virginia students 

presented by 

& 

Fall 2020
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Goals of Virtual Event with StriveScan
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Overall 

• Adapt our nationwide program to offer to students from the Virginia, 
and for colleges with an interest in recruiting Virginia students 

• Deliver a high quality, organized virtual program 

For Students 

• Increase student access to a wide variety of colleges 

• Students’ questions answered live 

For Colleges 

• Help colleges efficiently and effectively recruit without travel costs 

• Limit the number of individual virtual events throughout the state



VACRAO Fall Format
VI

RT
U

A
L 

C
O

LL
EG

E 
EX

PL
O

RA
TI

O
N

   
  P

A
RT

N
ER

 P
RO

G
RA

M

• Panel Presentations & StriveScan 6x6 Programming 

• Colleges can participate in multiple panel presentations 

• 6x6 programming is available for transfer and first year students 

• Length: All session are 45 minutes 

• Promoted to students across Virginia 

• Students can ask questions live through Q&A 

• Recordings for students & counselors to watch on demand later 

• Utilizing StriveScan’s student registration form and Zoom platform



Panel Presentations
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• Minimum of 3 colleges presenting together 

• College Knowledge Panels or Affinity Groups: the choice is yours!

College Knowledge examples Affinity Group examples

Applying to College as an LGBTQ+ Student The Public Colleges of Virginia Panel

Do’s and Don’ts of Essay Writing Large Public Universities in the Midwest

Navigating Financial Aid Tour of the East Coast

NCAA Athletics Private Colleges in Florida

What in the heck is Test Optional? Religiously Affiliated Colleges the Carolinas

Tips for First Generation Students Across the Border: West Virginia Colleges



Panel Presentations
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• Closely replicates the in-person college fair browsing experience for 
students  

• Allows the colleges to group themselves 

• Popular with students as they start the college search 

• Provides students a sample of your institution and can help drive 
registration for your individual info session 

• "I know I want a large public school out west" - Pac-12 panel, 
Washington State Public Universities panel 

• "I’m interested in a religious-affiliated education" - Jesuit Colleges 
panel, Christian Liberal Arts Colleges panel



Strive Virtual College Exploration
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A few popular panel presentation topics: 
• Do's and Don't of Essay Writing 

• UC Basics: Requirements & the UC Application 

• Selecting a College Major that Works for You 

• Choosing A College That Fits 

• Best Questions to Ask a College Admission Counselor 

• Explore the Pac-12 

• College Admission Decisions: Facts, Myths & Everything Else 

• The Claremont Colleges 

• An Examination of Pre-Health and Pre-Med 

• The Money Part 

• Finding Your College Fit 

• Keeping up with the Colleges:  From search to Decision Day 

• Money, Money, Money: Maximizing Aid at Private Universities! 

• Pros and Cons: Large Public Research, Small Private Liberal Arts



The StriveScan 6x6
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6 institutions presenting for 6 minutes 
• Answer student questions through the 45 minute session 

• Closely replicates the in-person college fair browsing experience 
for students & the recruitment experience for colleges 

• Representatives will be assigned by VACRAO to your groupings 

• Hearing from multiple colleges in one session is really popular with 
students 

• Provide students with a sample of your institution, answer 
questions, and invite them to inquire further 



VACRAO’s format: The StriveScan 6x6
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Sample Session  

• 6:00pm - Introductions 

• 6:02pm - University of Virginia  

• 6:08pm - Radford University 

• 6:14pm - Randolph-Macon College    

• 6:20pm - Ferrum College 

• 6:26pm - Virginia Tech 

• 6:32pm - University of Kentucky 

• 6:38-6:44pm - Wrap-up Q & A 

• 6:45pm - Closing 

• 6:50-7:00pm - Prep for next session

• Length: 45 minutes 

• Students can ask questions 
via the Q&A chat throughout 
the entire 45 minute session 

• Recordings for students & 
counselors to watch on 
demand later 

• Each college in the group 
receives the student data of 
all students who register for 
the group’s session



One Evening’s Fair
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• 3 hour timeframe (5:00-7:45 PM) 

• Three - 45 minute time slots  

• 5:00-5:45 PM 

• 6:00-6:45 PM 

• 7:00-7:45 PM 

• Multiple concurrent sessions in each time slot 

• 6 colleges per session 

• 12 virtual events (daytime and evening)



Virtual College Fair Schedule
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Logistics
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• After you register, VACRAO will assign colleges to a specific session 
time slot and presentation order for each fair 

• Representatives join the webinar 10 minutes prior to the session's 
start time for a quick rollcall and technology check 

• A StriveScan representative will be on the webinar to check you in 
and provide assistance 

• Reps stay throughout the entire session, even after your formal 
presentation is over: Students may ask questions of you 
throughout the session.



From a Student’s Perspective
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Watch at:  https://strive.college/virtual-spring-break
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• Students can browse the schedule 
and register easily 

• Read session descriptions and  
background info on the colleges 



Student Experience
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• College’s profile lists: 

• List of majors 
• Virtual tour 
• 4 year or 2 year 
• Private or public 
• Non-profit or for-profit 
• Campus size 
• Average GPA 
• Middle 50% test scores 
• Test optional? 

• Students can search, sort, and filter



Student Experience
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• Students register through 
the same quick and easy 
registration form they use 
at in-person StriveScan 
fairs. 

• Colleges get the same 
data and data format as 
in-person fairs.



Student Experience
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• Students receive a 
confirmation email with 
link to join the session via 
Zoom. 

• Reminders resent 1 day 
and 1 hour prior to the 
start time. 

• Student can join from 
almost any device 

• Same process for 
counselors to register 
and participate.



Data Security & Privacy
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• Student profiles only shared with student’s consent 
StriveScan does not sell or share student to other third-parties. 

• Data is encrypted using bank-grade technology 
SSL encryption protects the app and website. 

• Data centers powered by Amazon Web Services 
Same world-class infrastructure as Netflix, Airbnb, Pinterest, NASA, Kelloggs, and Expedia. 

• FERPA and GDPR compliant 
Complies with Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act and honors GDPR requirements 
for EU subjects. 

• StriveScan team is continuously trained and knowledgable 
Educated on the latest technology, best practices, security threats, and legal issues 
surrounding data protection, privacy, and our profession.  
 
More information:  https://www.strivescan.com/privacy-security



What do the colleges receive?
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• Convenience and data security StriveScan is known for 

• Training webinars with StriveScan team to ensure comfort and 
familiarity with the program format and technology 

• Each college will receive the student and counselor registration data 
for every person that registers for their 6x6 session 

• All colleges on each panel will receive the student and counselor 
registration data for every person that registers for their panel 
presentation 

• Report of all Q&A typed during the presentation to aid follow up 

• Recording of their session uploaded and hosted in a library hosted 
with other presentations on StriveScan and/or Association’s site



Dates: September 14 - November 5 
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Virtual College Exploration 
for all Virginia students 
presented by VACRAO and StriveScan 

Program plan: 

• 8 weeks total 

• Week 1:  Transfer Panels / Transfer Virtual College Fair programming (6x6) 

• Week 2: Traditional College Panels 

• Weeks 3-6: Modified Virtual College Fairs (6x6) 

• Week 7: Traditional College Panels 

• Week 8: Transfer Panels / Transfer Virtual College Fair programming (6x6)



Dates / Cost
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Panel Presentations 

• 64 panel presentation opportunities, minimum 3 colleges/panel 

• $115 per college / organization 

• Week of September 15, September 22, October 27 and November 2 

6x6 events 

• 6 weeks of Virtual College Fair options (6x6) 

• 2 weeks for transfer students specifically 

• $150 per week 

• Tuesday - Thursday 

• one early, one late each week



Action Date

College registration opens for everyone August 10

College registration closed (for transfer portion) August 24

College registration closed (for freshman portion) August 31

Transfer Schedule published, students begin registering August 31

Freshman Schedule published, students begin registering September 7

StriveScan hosts panelist training for reps Early September 

Program begins September 14

VACRAO Timeline
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Next Steps
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Registration will open on Monday, August 10 

• Payment is due upon registration via credit card 

• We are unable to accept checks or purchase orders 

For 6X6 programming 

• To prepare for registration, the primary panelist should have the 
following information ready: 

• Co-Panelists from your institution 

• You will be registering and paying by week (week 1, 3, 4, 5, 6 and/or 8) 



Next Steps
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For Panels 

• Brainstorm a topic and collaborate with your colleagues from other 
colleges that you wish to present with 

• To prepare for registration, the primary panelist should have the following 
information ready: 

• Session Title; Session Description; Co-Panelist names, titles, 
institutions, email addresses 

• During registration, the primary panelist will select the time slot 

• Each institution will be responsible for their own payment 

• The primary panelist will submit their payment with the registration 

• Co-Panelists will be sent a link for payment, due upon receipt 

• Payment is due from all participants to complete the registration



Questions?
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Contacts
zachary@strivescan.com 

help@strivescan.com 

Kayla- VACRAOadmissionsenrollment@gmail.com 

mailto:VACRAOadmissionsenrollment@gmail.com
mailto:VACRAOadmissionsenrollment@gmail.com

